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scattered, J. Inch in diameter. Sepals thick, forming a broadly
3-lobed cup; petals hardly longer than the sepals, coriaceous,
broader than long.
Fruit globose, -J- inch in diameter, black or purple, like large
black currants.
habitat.—Ceylon, Steep forests in moist region, 1-5,000
feet; rather common. (Endemic in Ceylon.)
Flowers in February and March.
** introduced species.
2. Oncosperma horridum Scheff. in Natuurk. Tijdch. Ned. Ind. XXXII,
189; Ann., Jard. Buitenz. I, 159.—Areea ho?*rida Griff, in Calc. Journ.
Nat. Hist V, 455; Palms Brit. Ind. 158, t. 233 C ; Mart. Hist. Nat. Palm,
III, 312; Hook. Fl. Brit. Ind. VI 515.—Areca nihnng Mart. Hist. Nat.
Palih. 173, t. 150, f. 4.
name,—Bhyass  (Malay Peninsula).    Bijass-Palme (German).
DESCKiPTieN.—Trunk 30-40 feet high, solitary, annulate; spaces
between the rings much armed. Crown, rather thin. Leaves
14-16 feet long, 5 feet broad, spreading in every direction.
Sheaths leathery, 2 feet long, much armed. Petiole bearing
leaflets nearly from the base, green, stout, flattened at the base,
compressed at the apex, otherwise trigonal, covered with brown
irregular scales, armed throughout, but specially underneath,
with black-brown flat not very strong spines. . Pinnules 2-3 .feet
long, alternate or sub-opposite, very narrow, subulate-acuininate
coriaceous, dark-green, above keeled along the centre, with 2
lateral plaits on either side, spreading or oblique; a few scales
attached By the middle extend along the central vein underneath.
Spathes 2, complete, acutely margined, coriaceous, armed
with brown-black spines* outer 1-lf feet long, of a greenish
colour outside when mature, yellow ancl polished, inside inner
cuspidate. Spadix axillary; peduncle stout, yellow, flattened
at the base, much armed on the spaces between the insertion
of the spathes, above these unarmed; branches 1-2 feet long,
pendulous fie^uous, about equal, 2 or 3 times branched or
simple. m Male flowers: sepals 3, imbricate, carinate, submembra-
nous; petals 3, valvate, subulate or almost setaceo-acuminate;
stamens 6, sagittate; pistillode rather large of 3, sometimes 2,
imperfect carpels. Female flowers: sepals imbricate, roundish-
cordate ; corolla conical in the bud; staminodes 6; ovary of 1

